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Sparkles and Smiles 
Have you ever noticed the smiles on the faces of the Darby’s 
Dancers when they are dancing on stage?  It’s more than a 
smile.  What you see is sheer joy!  Have you ever noticed the 
smiles and tears on the faces of their parents?  Many of them 
are seeing something they never thought they would see, their 
child performing~dancing~on a stage.  I just love the way 
these kids shine when they are on stage.  They are proud and 
confident and simply glowing.  There are some children that 
find it difficult, but I have seen many overcome their discomfort 
in time.  Their dancing is always phenomenal thanks to all their 
wonderful dance instructors, but it is their spirit that shines with 
every dance move that gives me the greatest pleasure.  Oh, 
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1st Annual Darby’s 
Dancers Training 

June will be here before we 
know it and I am so hopeful 
that many of you will be able 
to attend our first training in 
Onalaska, Wisconsin at the 
brand new International 
Performing Arts Campus, 
hosted by Misty Lown, More 
Than Just Great Dancing.   

June 27, 2018

RWID training with Tricia 
Gomez (register online for 
the one day hybrid course 
and receive your DD 
discount)

June 28, 2018

2-4:00  Volunteer Training

4-8:00 Free Darby’s Dancers 
Training for members, $50 
for nonmembers

Food and drinks provided!

Send in your registration 
form by June 10.  

*Top right:  Steps to Grace, 
Rockford, IL  *Bottom right:  
The Dance Factory, Forest Lake, 
MN (Marina’s class, notice the 
lion in her memory) 
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how I love to watch them perform and I am very much looking 
forward to attending several recitals in the coming weeks.  In 
this 2018 season, I will be attending recitals in Rockford, IL, 
Fargo, ND, Dickson, TN, Atlanta, GA, Waukesha, WI and Salt 
Lake City, UT.  Can’t wait!

In Memory of Marina Daas 

It is with great sadness that I tell you about the passing of our 
sweet Darby’s Dancer, Marina Daas from Forest Lake, 
Minnesota. Marina died unexpectedly in the arms of her loving 
parents, Jennifer and Justin Daas on April 21st.  I saw Marina 
dance on stage in her recital last year and visited with her 
recently in class at The Dance Factory.  I was there the day we 
tried on her new costume for the recital coming up next week. 
She was a little lion! At her memorial service held on May 1st, 
her parents had a table set up that told the story of Marina and 
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Dancer of the 
Month  

Meet the handsome fellow 
below, Elijah Horton. Eight 
year old Elijah is from Poplar 
Grove, Illinois and dances at 
Steps to Grace Dance 
Academy in Rockford, Illinois.  
Eli is in the 1st grade at Poplar 
Grove Elementary School.  He 
is an active, energetic and 
athletic young boy who likes 
nothing more than playing 

with his 9 year old brother, 
Malachi and his 100 lb. dog, 
Oliver.  Elijah loves sports and 
he is a Special Olympian, 
participating in track and 
softball.  When Eli gets off the 
bus on Tuesday, he says, “It’s a 
party!” because he knows he is 
going to dance.  He loves to 
perform and be on stage and 
really likes his coach, 
Bronwyn.  “ALL EYES ON 
ME” makes this boy a happy 
fellow!!
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her love for dance.  We are so very honored to know that in Marina’s short, sweet life, her 
participation in Darby’s Dancers was very important to her and her family.  Thank you, Jennifer and 
Justin, for sharing your beautiful daughter with us.  I speak on behalf of the entire Darby’s Dancers 
family that we suffer greatly with you in your loss and we will cherish Marina’s memory forever.  

Volunteer of the Month
This is 15 year old Bronwyn Geddes from Rockford, Illinois, a super sweet volunteer at 
Steps to Grace!  Bronwyn is a freshman at Rockford Christian School in Rockford, Illinois. 
She has been dancing for 12 years (ballet, pointe, jazz, worship, hip hop and tap) and she 
also enjoys theatre, choir, reading, speech and debate. Bronwyn loves the connections she 
has made with the other coaches and all the kids in Darby’s Dancers. The children in the 

program have taught her that children with special needs can do 
everything other kids can do and that they are incredibly happy and 
energetic.  Thank you, Bronwyn, for your time and commitment to 
Darby’s Dancers.  You are very much appreciated!

Studio of the Month
Featured this month is Holly Reilly and Steps to Grace Dance 
Academy in Rockford, Illinois. This incredibly sweet and energetic 
mother of 3 boys (ages 5,7,10 yrs.) has been dancing for 35 years 
and teaching for almost 20 of them!  Holly opened Steps to Grace 
in 2004 after she had been teaching in the area for several years.  
Holly says God gave her the vision of a more positive, family-
friendly dance studio with uplifting, clean music and modest 

costumes. She wanted to combine her faith with her passion for teaching students how to 
dance. Holly and her husband, Dan live in Belvidere, IL, just outside of Rockford and that is 
where I am headed for a recital this week.  I can’t wait to see Holly and the crew in Rockford! 
This will be the 2nd recital for Darby’s Dancers - Rockford.  Holly says she loves how special 
the Darby’s kids are and how much they LOVE coming to class. Seeing their faces light up 
each week when they come to class is truly amazing. She says she loves how the Darby's 
program gives everyone the opportunity to dance and she likes how we use our gifts to 
spread joy by volunteering, building relationships and teaching the kids how to be confident 
young people.  It warms my heart to hear Holly say that the Darby’s Dancers make her week 
every Tuesday when she has the privilege of teaching their classes and that she feels 
honored to have our program in her studio.  Thank you, Holly, you are quite a gal and we 
appreciate all you do for the children and tier families.  

*Holly is on the far right in the top most picture 

�3


