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In late October 2013, our world 
fell apart.  I was 58 years old and I 
had no idea who I was or what to 
do with my life.  My identity had been striped away and 
everything I knew as myself was gone.  I was no longer an acting 
mother, teacher, counselor or advocate.  I was no longer a 
chauffeur, director of activities, personal tutor or friend to many 
parents and children.  I was no longer a caregiver. Life as I knew 
it was gone as so much of my identity was wrapped up in the love 
and care I provided Darby each day.  But I had my husband and I 
had my faith and I had a little voice nagging me in my head 
telling me to do something special.  We talked long hours about 
our dilemma and one night, Darby’s Dancers was born.  I did not 
really think I had the energy or the ability to start a program such 
as this, nor did I know where to start.  But with the help of a dear 
friend, a willing heart and a big leap of faith, it happened.  Fast 
forward 5 years and here we are today with more than 50 chapters 
of Darby’s Dancers across the US.  I have a great feeling about 
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Parent Corner 

Moms and Dads, we need 
your help! You are our 
best source for spreading 
the word about our 
program to other 
families.   We want to 
hear your stories about 
your experience with 
Darby’s Dancers. Email 
darbysdancers@yahoo.com 
with a picture of your 
child and your story.  
Whether you are the 
mom of a dancer or a 
volunteer, we appreciate 
and love to hear your 
stories and we want to 
share them with others, 
so send them in, please!

Your local studio needs 
your help too.  Please 
volunteer to help with the 
fundraising efforts and 
activities that directly 
affect your child.  While 
there is no charge for 
your child’s participation 
in the program, there are 
needs.  Volunteer today!
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2019.  There are so many exciting things on the horizon and I am 
sure we will continue to grow and flourish.  Plans for 2019 include 
going to two dance conventions where we can recruit new 
members, network with some current and new partners and make 
new friends. We will conduct national and regional trainings and  
provide educational webinars. We plan to tour in Texas and 
Oklahoma, the Midwest, and the Southeast.  Fall will bring a visit 
to the Northeast.  We have some exciting plans for starting a 
Young Adult program (watch for lots more on this!). We have 
hired a social media coordinator to help us get the news and word 
out to the world.  We are working with corporate giving partners 
to help aid our funding. Last, but not least, we are planning a 
Darby’s Dancers convention.  News on this exciting opportunity 
to be announced!  Together, we can make Darby’s Dancers a 
stronger and more widespread organization, reaching hundreds of 
children with special needs by providing the joy of the 
performing arts.  We are also providing an opportunity for young 
teens to gain important life skills, broaden their horizons and 
make new friends with our mentor program.  Let’s make 2019 our 
best year yet and may the burden on our hearts be lifted as we see 
the joy in the faces of our Darby’s Dancers!

Recital, 2018, Chara Christian Academy 
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Volunteer of the Month  

Meet Miss Madison Wood 
from Friendswood, Texas! Eleven 
year old Madison attends 
Friendswood Jr. High and is in 
the 6th grade.  She is in her 9th 
year of dance at Chara Christian 
Dance Academy where she 
enjoys all kinds of dancing, her 
favorite being musical theater. 
Madison spends most days of 
the week at Chara, but even with 
her busy school and dance 
schedule, she still makes time to 
be a volunteer with Darby’s 
Dancers in two classes per week 
and has two students that she 
mentors.  Madison just loves the 
bond that she has with not only 
her two dancers, but all the 
dancers and she says helping in 
the classes is just so much fun. 
“It is amazing to help them learn 
how to dance and to make new 
friendships,” says Madison.  
Thanks you for all that you do, 
Madison and for your love and 
commitment to the program.  
Keep rooting for them and keep 
having their back.  We love it! 
Special thanks to Madison’s 
mom, Courtney, who is a teacher 
assistant in the class. You two 
must make a good team!
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Studio of the Month, Chara Christian Dance Academy, Friendswood, Texas 

Deep in the heart of Texas lives an inspiring, dedicated and beautiful gal named Shanna Kirkpatrick 
who had a dream of owning her own studio before she ever went to college.  A graduate of  Texas A&M 
University with degrees in sports management and business and a lifelong dancer, Shanna opened Chara 
Christian Dance Academy outside of Houston, Texas 12 years ago.  Now a thriving studio with over 1,000 
participants and 20 employees, Shanna has fulfilled her dream of producing excellent dancers within an 
atmosphere that changes and impacts the community. It is important to Shanna that the values of the 
studio line up with the values of the home and each child is welcomed into the studio and is deeply loved, 
valued and accepted whether they take one class or ten classes a week.  The parents are fully informed as 
to the type of dance, music and costumes will be provided and a spiritual and Christian platform is 
followed in every aspect of the studio.  Shanna has welcomed children with special needs into her studio 
for the last 5 years, but joined forces with Darby’s Dancers 2 years ago. Chara has 2 Darby’s Classes and 30 
students!  She says what she finds beautiful about the program is the bonds of friendship that form 
between the volunteers and the dancers and to see the support and love provided by peers to peers 
through their interaction together.  Thank you Shanna and all the hard workers at Chara Dance who put 
so much into each and every class and work tirelessly to make the dancers’ experience the best it can be.  

                                                   

                                       
Shanna Kirkpatrick, studio owner and director 

Students of the Month 

Madison is the volunteer for both of these cuties who are 
our students of the month. First, let me introduce Miss 
Katherine Li (left) from Friendswood, Texas.  Katherine is 
8 years old and in the 3rd grade.  Madison is diagnosed with 
Autism Spectrum Disorder.  She loves going to dance class 
at Chara.  She is friendly and outgoing and loves the free 
and kind atmosphere in the dance class.  Madison’s parents 
say that the teachers and buddies go out of their way to 
make sure the kids love dancing.  The best part is that they, 

like all the other parents, will have the joy of watching their daughter dance in a recital.  Madison 
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says that Jennifer is very outgoing and a lot of fun to be around and that she has lots of new 
friends. She’s a good dancer, too!

 Our handsome fellow pictured below is Kenneth Lim, also from Friendswood.  Kenneth is 7 
years old and in the 2nd grade at Falcon Pass Elementary School in Clear Lake, TX. Liam has 
ASD and some speech and language delays, but that has nothing to do with him being an active 
little boy who loves to play!  He loves to play ball, play with his sister, play with his trains and 
swim.  He especially likes to fly kites on pretty days.  Kenneth’s mom says he loves to go to class 
and that he loves the music and the dancing.  He loves being around the other kids. A funny 
thing that she reports is that Kenneth does not like music at all in the car or at home.  He sings 
himself sometimes, but doesn’t like anyone else to sing.  Something about the music and 
movement suits him just fine when he’s at Chara Christian Dance Academy,  but that’s the only 
place. His mom says he saves all his hugs for Madison.  Sounds like love is in the air!                                  
(Also pictured below; Ashlynn Dykes, teacher, Jodi Leslie, program coordinator and Courtney 
Wood, teacher assistant) 
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(Fun at dance class)

Fundraising Idea for January 

              CARDS FOR A CAUSE 

Check this fundraiser out on Instagram from our chapter in Westbrook, Maine, Drouin Dance 
Center. It’s the cutest fundraiser and the profit margin is 50%. It is sponsored by Usborne 
Books.  You sell really nice cards in a box for $30, that’s only a dollar a card.  Your return is $15 to 
go to your Darby’s chapter.  Look at the really nice job Danielle did with the display for the 
fundraiser on her Instagram page.    Thank you for sharing, Danielle!

Outreach Coordinator 

Watch for news and lots more information about our Darby’s Dancers programs!  Be sure to like 
and follow our national Facebook page as well as your local page and follow us on Instagram.  I 
want to remind our teachers/owners that we have a Chapter Support Facebook page for your use 
in sharing ideas and asking questions and showcasing your achievements.  Parents, be on the 
lookout for the development of a new Parent Support page!  There will be a feature on our new 
coordinator, Maci Clemmons in the next newsletter!
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