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Home Again 

After being in New England for nearly a month, where I visited 

with family and 14 studios between Huntsville and Maine, I am 

finally home again.  This is our front yard and it never disappoints 

in it’s beauty. Such a good time was had by Patrick and me as we 

visited several studios together before he had to fly back home.  

We are always impressed by the little things that parents tell us 

about the benefits of the Darby’s Dancers program for their 

child. These things, I’m told, may seem small to many but they 

are huge to some of these children and their families. For 

example, we were told about a child who will stand on one foot in 

dance class along with his dancing friends, but has never done it 

in therapy. Another gal with Autism has learned to stay in line and 
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Did You Know? 

I have been surprised by how 
many people that I talk to do 
not know some of the basic 
facts about Darby’s Dancers.  
So here goes with some info 
that you may or may not know. 

Darby’s Dancers is a national 
501(c)(3) organization. Each of 
our chapters operate under 
the umbrella of the national 
organization. 

Each chapter is funded by 
sponsorships, partnerships, 
donations and fundraising.  
There is no cost to the families 
of the children who participate. 

Studio hosts are generously 
giving valuable time and space 
in their studios to have a 
program there. 

Each chapter must abide by 
the guidelines from the 
national organization to run 
their individual programs. 
Darby’s Dancers was founded 
in 2014 and we currently have 
53 groups in 25 states and 
growing!!! 

(more on page 4) 
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has made a special friend. A mom told me she would never have 

dreamed her child who is confined to a wheelchair would ever 

wear a pair of ballet shoes. Another mom told me about how her 

daughter volunteering with the program has helped drag her out 

of a serious depression. When we started Darby’s, I had no idea 

of the impact it would have on so many people.  It was a leap of 

faith, done out of tragedy and grief and passion, and I just hoped 

for the best.  God has blessed me tenfold for taking that leap. Be 

thankful this season for all things great and small.

Volunteer of the Month 

Please meet Miss Annika Mankin form Gorham, Maine, our 
volunteer of the month.  Annika is a freshman at Gorham High 
School and she spends all her extra time dancing.  She is in her 
10th year of dance at Drouin Dance Center where she studies 
all genres of dance, but loves Contemporary, Ballet and Pointe 
the most.  Annika commits 3 hours extra per week to work 
with the children in the Darby’s Dancers program.  She 
volunteers in all 3 classes and loves to share her passion for 
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Student of the Month  

It was my pleasure to meet this 
beauty when I went to 
Westbrook, Maine recently.  Let 
me introduce Miss Allison 
Brooking who dances at Drouin 
Dance Center.  Allison has a true 
passion for dance and is so 
excited to be participating in her 
dance class. She lives in Cape 
Elizabeth, Maine and is a 
freshman at Cape Elizabeth High 
School. Allison is the 15 year old 
daughter of Wayne and Jennifer 
Brooking and she has 12 year old 
twin brothers, Alex and Andy. This 
gal has autism, but it in no way 
impedes her ability to feel the 
music and move to it.  Her 
mother says that dancing is her 
favorite hobby and that she wants 
to be a ballerina when she grows 
up.  She previously took an 
adaptive ballet class with the 
Portland Ballet in Portland, ME.  
Allison is shy and introverted as a 
general rule and finds it difficult 
to make friends. Her mom says 
the class is not just about 
dancing.  “It promotes social 
interactions and friends for Alli.  It 
is an avenue for bringing children 
like her into a social world. “ 
Happy Dancing, Allison!  
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dance with the kids.  She likes kids and likes to help. Annika says that some people don’t consider 
these kids “normal” but she says they ARE “normal” kids, just like any others.  Thank you, Annika, for 
sharing your passion and your heart with the children in our program!

Featured Studio 

After my trip to Maine to see Drouin Dance Center and it’s wonderful group of teachers and 
students, I knew I had to write about them this month.  Led by the dynamic and innovative Danielle 
Drouin, this group is going to be one to keep up with!  I was so surprised last summer when Danielle 
got on a plane and flew to Wisconsin for the Darby’s Dancers Training and the Rhythm Works 
Integrative Dance Training. That was a long way to go for two days of training, but the people in 
Maine say they always have to travel far to get anywhere.  What a gorgeous state Maine is in the fall 
and so is Danielle’s studio.  Danielle, like most dance studio owners and teachers, has been dancing 
her whole life and has a dream come true with her studio in Westbrook.  I thought it was fantastic, 
but she’s building a brand new facility next year! Danielle graduated from The University of Southern 
Maine and has studied and danced in NYC for many years. She is certified in Ballet, Jazz, and Tap by 
Dance Masters of America and has many dance awards and merits to her name.  Drouin Dance Center 
currently has 3 classes offered for children with special needs and because of so much interest and a 
waiting list already, she plans to open her heart and studio to 4 additional classes this winter.  She 
just started her Darby’s Dancers program in September!  Thank you for all that you are doing in 
Westbrook to enrich the lives of the young people there.  We appreciate you so much!

           A message for parents 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING to our 
DARBY’S DANCERS FAMILY! 
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Did you know?………….continued 

An annual training is held to educate teachers and owners about how to properly run the program in their 
studio. 

We provide training for the teachers through the Rhythm Works Integrative Dance curriculum. 

The underlying theme for the organization is building inclusive communities.  We promote each individual 
chapter working together as part of one big group who share a common theme. 

The Darby’s Dancers program was founded by Patrick and Valerie Jones of Huntsville, Alabama in memory 
of their daughter, Darby.  Darby had Down Syndrome and leukemia and she died at the age of 14 in 2013.  
She was a dancer in Huntsville at Merrimack Hall Performing Arts Center, where she has a studio named for 
her in her honor. Carrying on the legacy of their daughter through Darby’s Dancers has helped Patrick and 
Valerie to move forward from their tragedy.  

Valerie is a former special education teacher and counselor and spent 30 years in the profession.  Her 
passion for working with children with special needs carries on today through her work with Darby’s 
Dancers. She also works with a rescue organization and is a proud foster mom (for dogs!).  Additionally, 
Valerie has a passion for writing and has plans to publish some children’s literature in the next year. 

Patrick is an attorney in Huntsville, AL where he has practiced law for over 30 years.  He also has several real 
estate properties he owns and manages. He handles all the legal and financial matters for the organization. 
The Joneses have also operated  Dogwood Manor Bed and Breakfast in their home for over 20 years. 

Darby’s Dancers was born out of love for their daughter and the desire to see other children across the 
country enjoy the performing arts as much as Darby did. 

Follow us on Facebook (Darby’s Dancers)  and Instagram (darbys_dancers).  You are also welcome to follow 
Valerie’s private Facebook page and blog. Our website is www.darbysdancers.com). 
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http://www.darbysdancers.com
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